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We are so fortunate to live in an area filled with natural wonderment and 
a beautiful lake at its heart. Who among us doesn’t have fond memories 
of being out on the water with family and friends, or marveling at the 

surprising ways that nature incorporates itself into our lives? 

But with these privileges, also comes responsibility. We each have a critical role 
to play in helping to sustain the beauty of our watershed. Your gifts support the 
incredible work being done to protect the nature around us, as well as the habitats 
that so many different species of animals call home. 

For more than four decades, the Foundation has been working with the Authority 
to safeguard the ecological features in our area – thanks to YOU! The gifts you 
make through the Foundation help to support their on-going projects. Last year, 
donors helped to fund a brand new research boat for Lake Simcoe and many other 
projects that have made great strides toward their strategic priorities.

I hope that this year’s Gratitude Report will leave you with a shared sense of pride 
at the accomplishments we have achieved together. 

Lake Simcoe and its watershed continue to change dramatically as our population 
grows and urban centres put increased pressure on the lake, its rivers and streams. 
To build our capacity to keep pace, the Foundation has recently developed a 
new list of goals to implement over the next four years. Although Brad Rogers will 
officially be stepping down as President from the Board of Directors this year, we 
are very pleased  that he will be staying with us as Past President for a seamless 
transition as we continue to work to carry out our ambitious plans. 

I hope that by learning more about the projects your dollars help to support, 
you’ll also be inspired to get involved and give back to nature in a way that’s most 
meaningful to you. 

Sincerely,

Cheryl Taylor
Executive Director

Brad Rogers    
President

Brad Rogers

Cheryl Taylor

Cover photo of Lake Simcoe courtesy of David Lembcke
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“My passion and commitment 
to contribute to a healthier 
environment lead me to join 
the Lake Simcoe Conservation 
Foundation Board of Directors 
six years ago. Reflecting back on 
that time as outgoing President, 
I’m very proud of all of our 
accomplishments. Together, 
we’ve developed many exciting 
programs that help everyone 
in our community get involved 
in improving the health of our 
watershed. As one of only 
eight environmental charities in 
Canada accredited with Imagine 
Canada’s Standards program, 
we have showcased our 
excellence in governance and 
provided financial transparency 
so that donors always know 
their investment is in good 
hands. Thank you to everyone 
in this community for making 
my service on the Board of 
Directors such a rewarding one.”

 - Brad Rogers, President
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Vis ion 
We envision a cleaner, 
healthier Lake Simcoe 
watershed that will inspire, 
motivate and enrich us all.

Miss ion 
We raise money to support a  
cleaner and healthier Lake 
Simcoe watershed through the 
funding of specific projects 
of the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority.

LSCF is accredited by Imagine Canada’s 
distinguished Standards Program for 
excellence in non-profit management in board 
governance, financial accountability and 
transparency, fundraising, staff management 

and volunteer involvement. 
We are one of only 8 
environmental charities in 
Canada to have achieved this!
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Object ives : 
We will support initiatives 
that help:

1.  Improve water quality and fish  
    habitat in Lake Simcoe, its rivers 
    and streams

2.     Reduce invasive aquatic plant   
     growth in Lake Simcoe, its rivers 
    and streams

3.     Provide environmental education to 
        Lake Simcoe watershed residents

4.       Protect, restore and enhance our  
       green spaces and wetlands

5.       Develop partnerships that promote 
        Lake Simcoe watershed science,   
      education and public awareness

Another  Year  =  More Progress !
In 2016, the Foundation supported more than a dozen LSRCA programs and projects aimed at protecting the natural parts of our 
watershed. None of this could have happened without the generosity of our many supporters and we are thrilled to be able to 
report on some of the exciting initiatives and advancements that our donors made possible in the last year. 
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The Arr iva l  Of  The Hexagenia

LSRCA is one of the only 
conservation authorities in Ontario 
to be able to monitor a complete 
lake ecosystem. With this new 
boat, researchers can be out on 
the water regularly, taking samples 
and collecting information about 
the lake environment. Findings 
will be used to inform further 
restoration efforts and keep 
the community up-to-date with 
changes to our lake. This type 
of monitoring tracks things like 
phosphorus levels, dissolved 
oxygen levels and other nutrients 
like chlorides, heavy metals as well 
as fish, aquatic plants and water 
clarity.  

This new research boat required an 
investment of more than $100,000 
and was made possible because 
the Foundation, with special 
mention to the over 60 individual 
donations made in tribute to Mr. 
Bryce McClelland Hunter, a long-
time Leadership Circle donor. 
Along with his wife Connie, their 
children and grandchildren they 
have enjoyed Lake Simcoe for 
generations. Sadly, Bryce passed 
away in 2014.

On September 29, 2016, a new research boat, 
the Hexagenia, was officially unveiled. This 
7.5 metre, state-of-the-art research vessel 

has been purchased to efficiently monitor the health 
of Lake Simcoe. This brand new vessel replaces a 
previous boat that has been in use since 2009 and 
was often in need of costly repairs. The Hexagenia 
is a much more efficient boat and is safer to operate 

in rough waters. The name “Hexagenia” was chosen 
because it is the scientific name for the mayfly, an 
insect that is commonly found in clean, unpolluted 
water. Mayflies were once common near Lake Simcoe, 
but their numbers have declined. This new boat’s 
name reflects our goal of cleaning up Lake Simcoe 
and making it a welcoming environment for the mayfly 
once again.
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The natural world is ripe with opportunities 
for education. By teaching the next 
generation about the importance 

of conservation, we are creating the eco-
champions of tomorrow! This involves 
creating opportunities to get kids outdoors 
and encouraging them to get involved in 
conservation projects and celebrations.

Last year, more than 3,700 school-aged 
children participated in programs that put 
them in touch with the remarkable nature in 
our watershed. These programs also helped 
to create within them, a desire to protect and 
preserve the spaces we hold dear.

Some other 2016 programs and projects worth 
noting are:

Conservation Kids Camp at Sheppard’s Bush 
in Aurora once again offered a robust camp 
experience to kids through a partnership 

with York Region Children’s Aid Society. 
The summer days were loaded with hiking, 
orienteering, shelter building and camp 
cookouts for young environmentalists. 

Fourteen classes from eight different 
schools were involved in our very popular 
Aquatic Plants Program in the past year. 
Donor support allowed for starter garden 
kits to be assembled and updated and extra 
plant materials and support resources to be 
delivered to classrooms. 

School naturalization projects across the 
watershed helped to de-pave and beautify 
schoolyards while teaching students about 
the benefits of green space and gardens. 
Particular emphasis was put on rain garden 
design, which allows rainwater to absorb into 
the ground naturally, preventing polluted  
run-off from reaching our lake untreated. 

Together with help from our donors, the 
Foundation supported Authority stewardship 
projects aimed at making the Lake Simcoe 
watershed cleaner and healthier. We are 

making these changes together! 
For example, there are three projects 
in particular that are currently helping 
to create healthy fish habitats and eco-
systems in the creeks and rivers that 
wind their way north to Lake Simcoe. 

Weslie Creek Project
Removing barriers to fish movement 
and planting shrubs and trees that   

             help to lower water temperature 
             and improve stream habitats so that 
             fish can migrate and spawn. 

East Holland River Project
Fish barriers have been removed, buffers 
created and sedimentation reduced. The 
creek has also been opened up, water 
temperature has been deceased and sediment 
has been reduced.  

Scanlon Creek Beaver Baffler Project 
A beaver dam in this creek has altered water 
levels, causing stagnant water and an increase 
in water temperature. A beaver baffler was 
installed to control water levels and allow for 
fish to pass safely into spawning areas. 

Improving Ecosystems And Habitats

Putt ing Chi ldren In  Touch With Nature
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The residents of Brock Township now have a new way to enjoy the nature and wildlife 
in their area. The final 8km of the Beaver River Wetland Trail was completed in 2016 
and officially opened to the public. This upgraded trail now connects the communities 
of Uxbridge, Blackwater, Sunderland and Cannington. Residents can walk, cycle, ski 
or snowmobile back and forth to neighbouring communities, all while enjoying the 
beauty of the nature that surrounds them. 

The trail upgrades along the Beaver River were completed over the past five years. 
Thanks to all funding partners who supported the project, including the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation.

Many of the roads in our watershed 
have been identified as being extremely 
dangerous for wildlife. In order to 
reduce wildlife road mortality rates, an 
on-going project was started in 2015 
and continued last year. 

This initiative is working to install 
barriers at high mortality locations 
that will direct wild animals away from 
the roads and onto safer passages. 
So far, this work has seen success! 
For example, a 93% reduction in turtle 
deaths has been noted, and wildlife 
cameras have seen turtles laying eggs 
in nesting structures that have been 
created through the initiative.  

There is so much that can be done to 
avoid wildlife deaths on busy roads, 
and this project is helping. As well as 
new fencing being installed, on-going 
workshops have been held to educate 
municipal staff on the impact that 
roads have on wildlife. We have also 
collaborated with these staff members 
to create other crossing projects that 
will protect animals.

Helping Animals  
Cross Safely

A  New Tra i l 
At  Beaver 
River

“The Beaver River Conservation Area is one of the most ecologically 
significant natural areas in the Lake Simcoe watershed. It’s our hope that 
with this newly upgraded trail, residents of all abilities and interests will 
be able to enjoy the remarkable sights and sounds of the wetland.”  
-Brian Kemp, General Manager Of Conservation Lands At The Lake Simcoe 
Region Conservation Authority.
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Coming Together  
As A Community!

This community has so many 
friends and these caring 
individuals all have the power 
to protect the nature that we 
have come to love. In 2016, 

the Friends of Scanlon Creek group celebrated 
natural spaces through fun events like Family 
Fun Day, Run for the Trails, Winter Moccasin 
Workshop, BioBlitz, Kilowatt Club, the ACER 
Tree Monitoring Program at Scanlon Creek as 
well as photo contests and other volunteer days. 
This group is making a real difference at Scanlon 
Creek and creating changes that will last for 
generations.   
A heartfelt thank you goes out to Ken Vogan, 
who stepped down as the chair of the Friends 
of Scanlon Creek in 2016. Ken’s incredible 
leadership and infectious enthusiasm for the 
Scanlon Creek Conservation area, helped 
to ensure the success of all fundraising and 
awareness-building events.

• Centennial Park Project in Innisfil creat-
ed a by-pass channel to allow fish passage 
to upstream reaches of Lover’s Creek and 
will improve overall water quality and other 
habitat conditions within and downstream 
of Centennial Park.

• The Aurora Community Centre (ACC) 
project in Aurora has made great strides 
in its efforts to create a new permeable 
surfacing in its parking lot as well as rain 
gardens and grit and oil separators that 
will treat stormwater before it enters 
Tannery Creek. 

• Funding from the Foundation has 
helped to develop an Environmental 
High Specialist Skills Major (SHSM) 
Program that includes training for staff, 
program and resource development. Key 
partnerships were also strengthened 
ahead of the launch of the first certification 
course. 

• The Outreach Education Program 
offered by the LSRCA has expanded, 
giving even more students the opportunity 
to study local ecosystems and engage in 
positive environmental actions.

Even More Progress 
In  The Watershed .  .  .

Run for the Trails! On October 
22, 2016, more than 110 runners 
and sponsors came together to 
raise $6,670 in support of building 
an accessible trail for all ages 
and abilities at Scanlon Creek 
Conservation Area. 
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Our corporate fundraising programs are 
designed to provide opportunities for local 
businesses to learn more about and contribute 
to a cleaner and healthier Lake Simcoe 
watershed. 
The Conservation Day Program is a hands-
on outdoor experience that fosters corporate 
teamwork and fun. Through active participation 

in initiatives like planting trees or clearing 
trails, employees work together to contribute 
to a healthier environment while learning 
about local environmental issues and how to 
potentially resolve them. In 2016, employees 
of RBC (Bradford) and TS Tech Canada Inc. 
(Newmarket) got dirty for a healthier lake 
Simcoe watershed!

Connect ing Businesses  
To  Conservat ion

The Inspiring Greener Communities Program 
with new home builders welcomes new home 
owners to our watershed with a gift bag full of 
eco-friendly products and services and much 
more. Builders pledge their support of local 
restoration and protection programs in the 
watershed for each home in their development. 
Thanks to over a dozen builders who are 
making a difference in 2016!

The Tree Memorial Program is a partnership 
with local funeral homes in our watershed that 
make a pledge to support priority projects for 
each family served. Planting a tree is one of the 
most meaningful ways to express sympathy 
and one is planted each year for all the families 
in the program. Thanks to Roadhouse and 
Rose Funeral Home, McClelland and Slessor 
Funeral Home and Innisfil Funeral Home for 
your continued support.

Lake Simcoe is at the heart of everything we 
do and our Lake Simcoe Marinas Program 
showcases the support of participating 
marinas. Thanks to Lefroy Harbour Resorts, 
Kon Tiki Marine, Monto Reno Marine and 
Keswick Marine for making multi year 
committments to support science and research 
and stewardship projects.

Quick Fact 
520 donors gave 759  gifts.
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Thank You 
To  Our 
Generous 
Donors
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Eco Champion  
($250-$999)
• 1637720 Ontario Inc.
• 2264188 Ontario Inc. Pay 2 Day
• John Adams
• Aurora Scientific
• Barbara Bamford
• Trish Barnett
• Kenneth R. Beatty (In Honour of Debby Beatty)
• Bruce C. and Nancy Bone
• Brendan and Mary Calder 
   (In Honour of Debby Beatty)
• Ian and Margaret Clarke 
• William and June Coward
• Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
• Deloitte Foundation Canada 
   (In Honor of David Beatty)
• Anthony and Joy DeWerth
• Michael and Maureen Douglas 
• Clifford Dresner
• Norah Dunning
• Craig and Dr. David Ellis 
   (In Honour of Ken and Sarah Beatty)
• Len and Angela Ferragine
• Toshia Fleischaker
• Phillip Gilbert
• Wendy Gilbert
• Paul and Vicki Hand
• Sharon Herman
• Innisfil Lions Club
• Institute of Corporate Directors 
   (In Honour of David Beatty)

• Renée Jarrett
• Scott and Debi MacKay
• M.N.R. Distributors Inc.
• Mobal-izers Limited
• Walter and Marylou Montanera
• Monto Reno Marina
• Roger Oatley
• Ontario Federation of Anglers  
   & Hunters Inc.
• Geoffrey Peat
• Andee Pelan
• John and Anne Marie Ritchie
• James and Mary Roberts
• Karl and Christel Rueping
• Mary Jane Sarjeant
• Robert N Shelton
• Richard Simpson
• Gary and Janis Soren
• Cheryl and Brad Taylor
• The Lions Club of Bradford Activity
• The Lloyd and Gladys Fogler  
   Foundation
• The Rebel House
• William Thompson*
• Harry and Anne Walker
• Mike Walters
• John Wardrop
• Lee Ann Waterman
• Kelin Zhao
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Environmental  Leaders  
($1 ,000-$4,999)
•  James Baillie
• Deborah Beatty and Joel Finlayson
• Joanne Best
• Earl Bogoch and Esme Carroll
• William Carey
• Robert Casper and Jennifer Wardrop
• Suzanne Caudry and Uzi Zarum
• Hugh and Carolyn Cleland
• Debbi Conzelmann  
• John and Catherine Dale
• Larry and Joyce Dare
• Department of Fisheries and  
   Oceans Canada
• Jonathan and Roberta Fidler
• Margot Franssen
• Virginia I Hackson 
  (In Memory of Danny Wheeler)
• Mark and Ricki Harris
• Michael Higgins
• Norm D. Huggins
• Connie Hunter
• Brian and Susan Kemp
• Keswick Marine (1977) Ltd.

• Bruce and Judith Langstaff
• William and Jean Lawrence
• Brian and Joannah Lawson
• Lefroy Harbour Resorts Inc.
• Wayne and Beverley McLeod
• Jerome R. Morse and Catherine  
   Lawrence
• North Newmarket Lions Club
• John and Mitzi Pepall
• Anatoli and Valeria Plotkine
• John Charles Longworth Ritchie
• Andrew and Judy Robinson
• Mark Schollen
• James and Carolyn Swan
• The Lawrence and Judith Tanenbaum 
   Family Foundation
• The Ontario Trillium Foundation
• Timothy Thompson
• Robert and Diana Tweedy
• Betty and Chris Wansbrough  
   Family Foundation
• W. David and Shelagh Wilson

Quick Fact
82% of donors are from York 
Region or City of Toronto.

We also recognize the many donors who have given smaller 
amounts, as well as those who wished to remain anonymous. 

Every gift makes a difference.
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Watershed Heroes 
($10,000-$50,000)

Nature  Lovers  
($5 ,000-$9,999)
• Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority
• TD Friends of the Environment Foundation
• Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change
• Uplands Foundation
• Groundswell Urban Planners Inc.
• Raines Investments Inc.

• Bill and Karen Barnett
• Debby Beatty
• Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change
• Helen McCrea Peacock Foundation
• The John and Pat McCutcheon Charitable Foundation
• The Ontario Trillium Foundation
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Conservat ion Days 
Program
• Royal Bank of Canada
• TS Tech Canada Inc.

Inspir ing Greener 
Communit ies  
( IGC)  Program
• Arglen Developments Limited
• Bellaire Properties Inc.
• Brookfield Homes (Ontario) Limited
• Criterion Development Corporation
• Mosaik Glenway Homes Inc.
• Wycliffe Thornridge Sharon Limited
• Yorkwood Homes (Sharon) Limited

Tree Memoria l  
Program
• Innisfil Funeral Home Limited
• McClelland & Slessor Funeral Homes
• Roadhouse and Rose Funeral Home
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28 TH Annual  
Conservat ion Dinner
Watershed Hero
DG Group
Geranium Corporation

Environmental Leader
Brookfield Homes (Ontario) Limited
Criterion Development Corporation
Marianneville Developments Limited
TACC Developments (Aurora) Inc.

Eco-Champion
Cole Engineering Group Ltd.
Country Wide Homes
Emery Investments - Samuel Sarick Ltd.
Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc.
Great Gulf
Green Earth Village - Signature Communities
Magna Inernational
Mattamy Homes Limited - Land
Minto Communities
MMM Group
North Gate Farms Limited
Rice Commercial Group
SCS Consulting Group Ltd./Beacon Environmental
Treasure Hill
Tricap Properties Inc.
Vogue Development Group Inc

Evening Sponsor
Cortel Group
Hill Hunter Losell Law Firm LLP
KLM Planning Partners Inc.
M.A.M. Group Inc.
Pratt Development Inc.
R.J. Burnside & Associates Limited
RM Construction
SCS Consutling Group Ltd.
Shoreplan
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2016 – 2017 
Board Of Directors
President    
Brad Rogers 

Vice President   
Steve Schaefer

Secretary Treasurer
John McCallum

Debby Beatty (re-joined in March 2017)

Stéphane Chénier
Debbi Conzelmann 
Ron Craig
John Dale
Geoffrey Dawe
Marvin Geist (new member May 2017)

Richard Simpson
Lee Ann Watermann

Staff
Cheryl Taylor, Executive Director
Judy Milner, Development Officer
Lee Hanson, Annual Fund Coordinator

28TH Annual Conservation Dinner Volunteer Committee
Thank you to all the hardworking dinner volunteers who helped us raise over $190,897 
at the sold out 28th Annual Conservation Dinner on June 8, 2016 at the Carrying Place Golf 
and Country Club in King.

John McCallum retired from the LSCF Board of Directors at the May 
26th Annual General Meeting. Thanks for your dedicated service to 
the Lake Simcoe Conservation Foundation board of directors and 
your commitment to the health of our beautiful watershed. 

Mary Anderson
Trish Barnett
Janice Bennett
Wanda Black
John Brown
Kenneth Cheney
Anna Copeland
Emma Dias
Dana Eldon

Shauna Fernandes
Shelley Fogelman
Julie Gerrard
Julie Ingoe
Kate Lillie 
Susan McKinnon
Lori McLean
Pat Milner
Kim Morrissey

Sarah Plant
Dave Price
Amanda Quattromini
Mary Quattromini
Kaitlyn Read
Bill Thompson
Heather Walthers
Brenda Winter

Thanks to all Board Directors who also assisted with the Conservation Dinner.
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2016 F inancia l  Overv iew
Revenue: $728,062

Where Did It Come From?

Individuals

EventsCorporate

Grants

32%30%

21% 17%

Expenses: $258,020
2016 audited financial statements are available on our website at www.lakesimcoefoundation.ca

Science & 
Research

Restoration  
& Protection

Education

71%
8%

21%

*Each year the LSCF Board of Directors approves which priority LSRCA  
programs and projects to financially support. Of funds disbursed the  

following is where it went in 2016. 

Where Did It Go?

Transfers to Authority for priority environmental  

programs and projects: $420,940
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Message From The Chair

Nature As Our Guide
 
A theme that continues to surface, and became increasingly 
apparent in 2016, is the growing recognition that we are never 
finished learning. When we talk about education, we mean more 
than formal, school-based learning. From our perspective, education 
refers to the endless journey of acquiring new knowledge from our 
planet’s most prolific teacher - Nature.

What we learn from nature we pass along to others. In decades 
past, our societal ambition was to overcome and to control nature 
– in essence, to guide it in our ways. We’ve come to understand 
that nature should not, and indeed cannot, be coerced so easily. 
We’ve also realized that this way of thinking comes at a cost – in the 
form of poor water quality, flooding and general degradation of our 
natural surroundings. Nature’s lesson plan is impressive.

Of all our accomplishments in 2016, our crowning achievements 
centre upon the expansion of our outreach education programs. 
Programs such as Yellow Fish Road, our Specialist High Skills Major 
program for youth, and our first-ever Seniors Interpretive Walk, are 
allowing us to connect with people of all ages. We are also sharing 
our knowledge with the teachers themselves, providing them with 
the training and knowledge so they can deliver their own outdoor 
education programs.

With nature as our guide, we know we are moving in the right 
direction.

Geoffrey Dawe 
Chair 

“Of all our 
accomplishments in 
2016, our crowning 
achievements 
centre upon the 
expansion of our 
outreach education 
programs.”
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Charitable Registration: 11900 3317 RR0001

The Lake Simcoe Conservation Foundation (LSCF) is the leading  
charitable organization devoted to improving the environmental 

health of Lake Simcoe and its watershed; raising money to  
support specific projects of the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation  
Authority (LSRCA). LSCF has achieved the distinguished Imagine 
Canada accreditation; demonstrating the highest standards for 

public confidence in the nonprofit sector.


